violated California law.
The law says that a company like
. Redflex can’t charge San Mateo based

on the number of tickets the camera is-

sues. :
~ In the contract, Redflex charges the
city a flat fee of $6,030 per month, but
it also guarantees that the city won’t
have to pay the monthly fee unless fines
generated by the camera exceed the flat
fee.

Iwama, in his legal brief, quoted the
legislator who wrote the law, Assembly-
woman Jenny Oropeza, D-Long Beach
(now a state Senator). She said during
the debate that led to the law, “Paying

red-light camera vendors based on the’

number of tickets issued undermines
the public’s trust and raises concerns
that these systems can be manipulated
for profit.”

Bullock won his appeal

However, Traffic Commissioner Su-
san Greenberg wasn’t impressed by the
argument and refused to dismiss the
case.

Iwama appealed to San Mateo Coun-
ty. Superior Court Judge Mark Forcum,
who oversees traffic court. Forcum, in a
one-word decision, “reversed” her rul-
ing, -which means the ticket has been
thrown out.

Bullock. who has fought the ticket
for a year. was pleased to hear Judge
Forcum’s decision. ,

“It finally got to a real judge, not

somebody impersonating a real judge,” -

-Bullock said.
- “I’'mretired and I've got the time, but
it wasted a lot of time ... I spent more
time sitting in courtrooms, watching
people get overtime,” he said.

Ruling may soon apply to others

Forcum’s decision cannot yet be used
by others who have received red-light
tickets because it is “unpublished,”
~ meaning it isn’t officially considered a
precedent. However, Iwama said he will
ask the judge to elaborate on the ruling
beyond his one word, and to have the
‘ruling published so it can be used by
others receiving red-light tickets.

Abdollahi, the assistant city attorney,
said the city’s contract with Redflex ex-
pired in May and that the city has two
one-year options. She said the city is in
talks with the company to modify the
contract, but that those changes have
nothing to do with Bullock’s case.

She said police have no plans to dis-
continue issuing tickets from red-light
cameras.

(8¢9 ® Ked 0) okvy J,uom oy Bu *

=°F
=
B
. g
g
o
s
FuED
<
g
g

1e9] 397 AepIS)Sak pres Noo[[ne

*3deg ‘pusyseoM) 3sod Arrea

‘Lz-9z

(6002



