
Agency: City of Belmont

Staff Contact: Chief Daniel J. DeSmidt, Police Department, 650-595-7404,
dand@belmont.gov

Agenda Title: CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION EXERCISING THE OPTION FOR 
THE FINAL TWO YEARS OF THE FIVE YEAR CONTRACT WITH 
REDFLEX TRAFFIC SYSTEMS FOR AUTOMATED RED LIGHT PHOTO 
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

Agenda Action: Resolution

Summary 

The current contract extension with Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. to provide automated red light 
photo enforcement services to the City of Belmont expires July 1, 2013. Staff has worked with 
representatives from Redflex to obtain a 20% reduction of costs to the City of Belmont for the 
final two years of the contract.   

Background

At the May 14, 2013 City Council meeting Council directed staff to enter into a thirty day 
extension with Redflex Traffic Systems and return with additional information regarding reports 
of questionable business practices conducted by Redflex employees from 2005 to 2010.   

In regard to the reported allegations of questionable business practices, staff provides the 
attached newspaper article which appeared in the Chicago Tribune outlining the allegations.  
Staff also met with Redflex representatives and requested a written summary for Council 
consideration.  Attached is that summary from the Redflex CEO Robert DeVincenzi.  Redflex 
representatives told staff that there are limits to the details that they are able to provide at this 
time regarding the allegations due to current and future personnel actions and/or civil and 
criminal proceedings.   

It is important to note that no evidence has been found to link the alleged actions in Chicago with 
the photo red light enforcement program in Belmont.  In addition, the evidentiary value of the 
data collected by Redflex for red light enforcement is not in question. 

Analysis

Belmont’s current red light photo enforcement system was activated on April 15, 2010.  Since 
formal enforcement began in May 2010 the Belmont Police Department has issued as average of 
173 citations per month for Red Light Violations.  These numbers have been relatively steady 
since the program’s inception.  Staff feels that the program has been effective in that 
enforcement and accountability have been produced at these geographically challenging 
intersections, while allowing the City’s very limited traffic enforcement resources to focus on 
enforcement issues elsewhere within Belmont.   
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It is important to note that under Vehicle Code section 21455.5(h)(3) a government agency 
cannot consider revenue generation, beyond recovering its actual costs of operating the system, 
as a factor when considering whether or not to operate a system within its jurisdiction.  As such, 
the following data are presented only to document recovery of those actual costs.

Redflex has agreed to a 20% reduction in their costs to the City of Belmont for the current 30 
day extension, as well as the final two year contract option. Accordingly, should the two year 
option be exercised, the monthly fees to Redflex would be $9,392 ($4,696 per approach).  With 
this reduction, future revenues are projected to exceed all costs to the City by more than $2,666 
per month.  

Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution exercising the option for the remainder of 
the five year contract (23 months) with Redflex Traffic Systems for photo red light enforcement.

Alternatives

1. Exercise the option for a shorter period than two years. 
2. Take no action and allow contract to expire on or about July 1, 2013. 
3. Provide direction to staff. 

Attachments:

A.    Draft resolution exercising two year option. 
B.    Chicago Tribune Article regarding Redflex.
C.    Letter from Redflex CEO.
D.    Original contract with Redflex Traffic Systems.
E.    Proposed 2 year extension

Fiscal Impact 

No Impact/Not Applicable
Funding Source Confirmed: Funding will be placed in future budgets for the remainder of the 

contract in the Red Light Camera Fund 229-2-601-8351.  
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RESOLUTION NO.  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELMONT 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXERCISE THE OPTION FOR THE 

FINAL TWO YEARS OF THE FIVE YEAR CONTRACT WITH REDFLEX TRAFFIC 

SYSTEMS FOR AUTOMATED RED LIGHT PHOTO ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

WHEREAS, The City of Belmont has been in contract with Redflex Traffic Systems,
Inc. to provide automated red light photo enforcement services since May 2010; and, 

WHEREAS, traffic related calls make up a high number of complaints received by the 
Police Department; and, 

WHEREAS, automated red light enforcement systems allow for redeployment of limited 
police personnel while maintaining an enforcement presence at geographically challenging 
intersections; and, 

WHEREAS, the current contract with Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. includes an option 
for the final two years which the City of Belmont wishes to exercise.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Belmont resolves as follows:

SECTION 1. Authorizes the City Manager to exercise the option for the final two years 
of the five year contract with Redflex Traffic Systems for automated red light photo enforcement 
services.

* * * 

ADOPTED June 11, 2013, by the City Council of the City of Belmont by the following vote: 

Ayes:  

Noes:  

Absent:  

Abstain:  

ATTEST:

              
City Clerk      Mayor

       APPROVED AS TO FORM:

        
City Attorney
















































































