[¢p 98ed LINS 298]
SO[OIYRA I0JOJA JO Juaunteda
oy} SjuBAs OS[B Y pIes JInsme|
oy yeIp padjey oym ‘BuIBM]
Juel JoAmE[ OBJN UBS
‘uonsanb ur asnepo
9y} UTRIUOD JeY) SIOBIUOD UM
sanIo Aq pansst seuy pred oym
sjsLIojow asInquiral 0 painb
=01 9q ‘SULWUIA0Z K)o JO

| jousaju

JIeyeq uo seiduied Jy3i[-pai ok
-1odo jeyy seruedwiod omy oy
‘SuONN[OS OYJel], UBOLIOWY
pue Xogpay Jeyy syse J|
"ME[ AJB)S SB[
-0IA ‘AJUno)) ORJA] ULS UI AL
Surpnpour ‘oje1s Y} UI AN S

YIIA S]OBRIIUOD UI ASNE[O B $939]
-[e SUOIN[OS dYJel], UBOLIOW Y
pue xappey s10jerodo Jy3i[-pal
1surede Jysnoiq jms Ay,
“SIeq O[USJA] UT 1)ON)
OpE$ B 103 oym I9Ame] O)Y
o[ed ‘& s ynureld oyy puy

JUSnos sniels uonoe ssel)

sled JYSi-pal 1940 pajiy UNS

3y} uo §36 J,und Nok smaN

jsod

AJIDQ

"SQOIAQP
[BISIOAOIIUOD 93U} 0] MO[q [eul
e SULIOJJO JO JUSUL U} YIM
e[nsurusd ay3 uo gunerado soru
-edwoo erowed JYSI[-paI om)
jsurede 1no)) Jorradng Ajuno)
09JBINl UBS Ul ABpIdSaA pa[y
SeM JINSME[ UOIOR SSE[O Y

191UUM JJeI1S Is0d Allea
171082d aiAvd A8

NV LHOITaY ¥

juopuadopui ‘poumo A||p>07]

]

0TOZ ‘0¢ "SnY ‘AvValY4




SUIT ——

to remove points that have been added
to motorists’ driving as aresult of a red-
light ticket.

“That contract was-illegal from day
one,” said Iwama. “They should have
never been charged to begin with.” -

The suit represents the most signifi-
cant opposition- to red-light cameras
since they began popping up .all over
the state.

The devices have come under fire
on the Peninsula, where drivers have
scorned the hefty fines, which can
reach $500 and court officials have
complained - tickets generated by ‘the

~ cameras overwhelm the justice system.

‘Cost-neutrality’ clause

The cameras have created headaches

- for some cities, including San Carlos,

which re'funded fines of some 400 mo-

torists after it was discovered the yellow

light at the intersection with a red-light

camera was shorter than suggested by
federal guidelines.

Menlo Park, Miilbrae, Daly City,
Redwood City, and San Mateo are
among the 59 cities statewide that
are listed as having the coniroversial
clause, known as the “cost-neutrality”
clause. San Mateo has since removed
the clause from its contract.

While the cities approved the instal-
lation of red-light cameras, Iwama said
he isn’t suing them because they are
facing growing deficits.

The lawsuit was filed yesterday by
Bruce Simon, a San Francisco-based
lawyer, who worked with Iwama and
the plaintiff, S.D. Jadeja a Palo Alto
Tesident.

For Iwama, the lawsult has been a-

long time. coming, Iwama made-head-
lines last year after representing retired
KGO-TV photographer Al Bullock, a
Belmont resident who fought a ticket
he got in" San Mateo

Wmmng streak

Iwama argued the " cost—neutxal—
ity” clause violated state law ‘because.-
it guarantees cities won t have to:pay
the red-light camera: operator if fines
generated by-the cameras don’t-exceed -
the monthly fee. After the Bullock case, -
Iwama won-more than a dozen sm:ular 7
cases in San Mateo County: :

- In the-suit, ‘San_Mateo . and Menlo,
Park are referenced heavily. Both cities -

.pay a monthly fee to Redﬂex of.about

' $6,000, buc thie:suit says they were giv- -
- en discounts on months wher
. from the cameras were:1ow.

vene

The. suit also, references a San Mateo ‘

: County civil grand jury’ report whleh :

recommended cities should:only- use
-red-light carneras to try to reduce traf-
fic accidents, “and never merely’ to raise
revenue.

The grand jury noted, “Most cities
are protected from losses by a ‘cost
neutral’ clause in their contracts.”

The plaintiff, Jadeja, didn’t make
himself available for comment yester-
day. Jadeja got his ticket on Aug. 30,
2009, while driving on El Camino Real
and Ravenswood Avenue in.Menlo
Park. He paid his fine of $346 in Octo-‘
ber-of 2009.



